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Office Hours
Tuesday:    11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Thursday:  11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

       or by appointment

OBJECTIVES AND CONTENT:
This is a seminar course. The purpose of the course is to examine the global concern for environmental sustainability. Environmental issues have increasingly become important elements of political life. Large-scale problems such as industrial pollution, nuclear waste, and population attract both media and public attention. Toward this end, the international community has been concerned since 1970s but has been serious only recently in the twenty first century. Many international laws have been approved but in reality none of them have been actively implemented. This class is intended to provide a critical review of the genesis, meaning, and assess the status of sustainable development within public international law.
TEACHING METHODOLOGY:
Lectures, Presentations, and Discussion.

REQUIRED TEXT:

Marie-Claire Segger and A. Khafan, Eds. Sustainable Developmental Law (Oxford University Press). Available in the book store.
RECOMMENDED BOOKS:

Alan Boyle and D. Freestone, International Law and Sustainable Development 
Nico Schriver and Friedel Weiss, International Law and Sustainable Development

Students are reminded to consult the University's policy on

cheating and plagiarism.
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EVALUATION:



Examination .........................................................      30%




Presentation and Participation...............................
30%




Assignments……………………………………..
30%



Attendance.............................................................
10%

 NOTE: If you miss 3 classes you may not be allowed to continue in the course

Students are strongly urged to be in touch and benefit from 

consultation with the instructor.
SEMINAR PRESENTATION AND PARTICIPATION: (30%) 

There will be no assigned presentation. Every student has to be ready for every topic in every class. In the second half I will ask any two students to make a summary presentation and comments on the assigned reading. Students are expected to have read and thought about the assigned readings in advance of each session, and to come prepared to participate actively and constructively in the discussion
If you need further advice please do not hesitate to consult me.
EXAMINATION (30%) 
This will be a closed-book, in-class exam in essay format. It will last 2 hours. It will be held on March 15, 2010. It will primarily cover my class lectures.
ASSIGNMENTS (30%)
Every student has to write and submit his/her comments outlining the strengths/positives and weaknesses/negatives on each week’s assigned reading. This should be 2 to 3 pages typed in double space. This is intended to be Not a summary but a written critique of the assigned reading. Each student will submit the assignment at the end of each week’s class. Late submission will be considered with penalty.
For this individual assignment, assume that you are a policy advisor to the Canadian Federal Minister of the Environment. The Minister is about to attend a meeting of Ministers of the Environment from around the world and needs to be very familiar and up-to-date on all key environmental issues/problems relevant to environmental sustainability. You have to prepare a policy report on Canada’s Position on this issue/topic so that the Minister could present this in international conference on environment.
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LECTURE OUTLINE

WEEKS

LECTURE TOPICS


                  SEMINAR READINGS
1.                         Towards an understanding of the concept                   
                                    of Sustainability- Lecture   
      2.                          Sustainability: Theoretical Perspectives- Lecture                    Pages 1-50
3                         The Politics Sustainable Development in                                                                                          

                        International Community - Lecture                                         Pages 51-91
     4.                            Legal Implication of Sustainable Development- Lecture        Pages 95-132       
     5.                           Grounding of Sustainable Development 

                                    in International Law - Lecture                                                Pages 176-221
     6.                          Consolidation of Sustainable Development 

                                    in International Law- Lecture                                                 Pages 132-171

     7                            Sustainable Development and 

                                   Climate Change - Lecture                                                      Pages 223-273
     8.                        Sustainable development and 

                                  International Economy -Lecture                                             Pages 281-310
     9.                          EXAMINATION                                            MARCH 15.
     10                          Prospects                                                                                 Pages 311-339
     11                          Prospects                                                                                 Pages 341-372
     12             Conclusion: Final Observation                  Review of 2009 Copenhagen Conference                                            
